THE  WORLD   LIFE
is beautiful. Neither Buddhist nor Christian, except a few ascetics, believes that it is evil, notwithstanding their creeds. They know it is good. This is instinctive in mankind. Neither Buddhist nor Christian would live and work did they really believe in that universal evil. The world would stop. No children would be born, nay, every one who could would promptly commit suicide. Such a theory in either Church is a Counsel of Despair, a frank admission of ignorance and inability to feel, to think, to understand. If either creed maintains an existence at all it is because its main thesis is utterly rejected. What makes the life of both of these faiths therefore is not its theory of the world, which is just despair, but certain other ideas which are true.
Then as to crime. I had been a judge, a magistrate, governor of a great gaol, and so had experience. I wrote a chapter on Crime and Punishment, but I did not see much except that there was something very wrong. And if human justice and punishment was wrong, then the theories of divine justice and punishment, which are exaggerated repetitions of the same ideas, must be even more wrong. Now there is no subject connected with the understanding of the World Soul and of Jesus more important than the question of crime and punishment What does really constitute crime, and what punishment is right and inevitable here and hereafter, are world truths it is